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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In response to the Office Action dated May 8, 2002, this response and these comments 
are respectfully submitted. With the Petition for an Extension of Time (two month) enclosed, the 
present amendment is timely filed on or before August 8, 2002. 

The Office Action sets forth a requirement to make an election of species. Applicant 
elects the polymer formed.with the crosslinker labeled "(2)" at page 12 of the specification and 



a crylic acid . This election is made to facilitate an initial search, but it is anticipated that the 
entire scope of claim 1 can and will be searched without undue burden. 

Previously, the undersigned committed to send a clean copy of claim 1 with the next 
response. That clean copy is: 

1 . (Amended) A composition comprising a pre-formed, hydrolytically susceptible noiv 
^additioj^pol^ comprising polymer strands formed from at least one ethylenically 

unsaturated monomer, wherein the polymer strands are linked by at least one linking moiety 
comprising a hydrolytically susceptible bond formed with a multidentate compound comprising 
two or more two or more ethylenically unsaturated moieties, each such moiety being linked to 
the multidentate compound through a hydrolytically susceptible bond, wherein at least one of 
which monomers has: 

i) one or more functional groups that can be titrated with base to form negatively 
charged functional groups, or 



ii) one or more precursor groups that are precursors of the functional groups that can 
be titrated with base; which precursor groups are converted to the functional groups; 

wherein at least one of the ethylenically unsaturated monomers is according to the 
formula: 

wherein: 

Y is -C(0)OR 4 ; -0-S(0 2 )OR 4 ; -S(0 2 )OR 4 ; or -S(0)OR 4 ; wherein R 4 is hydrogen or a 
cleavage permitting group; 

X is a direct bond; a straight or branched alkylene group having two to six carbon atoms 
(preferably C\ to C3), one or more of which can be replaced by O, S, or N heteroatoms, provided 
that there is no heteroatom in a position a or p to Y; phenylene; a five or six membered 
heteroarylene having up to three heteroatoms independently selected from O, S, and N, provided 
that neither Y or R 3 R 2 C=C(R 1 )- is bonded to a heteroatom; and 

R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are independently selected from, hydrogen, Ci-Ce alkyl, carboxy, halogen, 
cyano, isocyanato, Ci-Ce hydroxyalkyl, alkoxyalkyl having 2 to 12 carbon atoms, Ci-Cg 
haloalkyl, Ci-Ce cyanoalkyl, C3-C6 cycloalkyl, Ci-Ce carboxy alkyl, aryl, hydroxy aryl, haloaryl, 
cyanoaryl, Ci-Ce alkoxyaryl, carboxyaryl, nitroaryl, or a group -X-Y; wherein C1-C6 alkyl or Ci- 

alkoxy groups are either linear or branched and up to Q-2 carbon atoms of any C3-C6 
cycloalkyl group, wherein Q is the total number of ring carbon atoms in the cycloalkyl group, are 
independently replaced with O, S, or N heteroatoms; with the proviso that neither doubly- 
bonded carbon atom is directly bonded to O or S; and wherein aryl is phenyl or a 5 or 6 
membered heteroaryl group having up to three heteroatoms selected from the group consisting of 
O, S, and N. 
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